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Forgetting 

What was I at twenty? there 
In the city streets, winding frown 
Of  the twilit beast of  stone, where 
The bodies of  youths were drizzling down. 

What was I then? I forget. 
The falling mystery of  my breath 
Stands in eyeless walls of  regret. 
City, incarnation of  death! 

I sit amid my mortal rain. 
Although like Theseus I fought, 
I have become what I have slain. 

My lamp is glowing red and grave. 
But darkness is a greater thought 
And seeks me through the cave. 

Melancholy 

The wind tore the sky to tatters 
Above the stone bridges of  the Seine, 
That winter day, the driven rain 
Leaned down in long ladders. 

And my eye, suspended between 
The promised power, the murdered form, 
Beheld the luxury of  storm, 
The pathos of  the sighing scene. 

Wind, through shreds of  greyness scream 
And crack the saucers of  the stream! 
I could not fall, could not rise. 

The thought of  death, the wind's sieve, 
Gathered all I could not live 
And all the rest shook down in cries. 



Division 

The world is parted where I pursue 
The horizon’s river in its flight. 
And now its sadness like a night 
Is darkening the brown, the blue. 

Such a line a child might tie 
Across the whiteness of  a plane, 
And then with godly paint ordain: 
Let this be earth, let this be sky. 

For me, the line I cannot cross. 
In exile, mourning I endure 
Every dying, every loss. 

My eye runs on! my heart clings. 
I wait upon the blackened shore, 
Remembering the time of  kings. 

Irving Feldman 
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